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Wayne Township, Passaic County, New Jersey

Owner: Mr, and Mrs., Richard Colfax

Date of Erection: 1698 (%)

Architect:

Builder: Arent Schuyler

Present Condition: Very good

Number of Stopies: Two

Materisls of Construction:

Historiosal Data:

Foundation = stone

Exterior walls - brown sande
stone on all sides except the
front of the main body and wing
which is faced with brick in
Plemish bond

Interior walls -~ plaster
Ploors « random width
Roof - gambrel on mzin part of

house; pltch on wing, wood
shingles

Arent Schuyler was the fourth son of Philip
Schuyler who settled in Albany in 1650. He was born
in 1662. The presgent owners, direct descendants of
Arent Schuyler, clsim that the house was bullt in 1696,
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Arent Schuyler received a grent from Jemes II
in 1680 covering a large section of territory
in East New Jersey. There wers no permanent
settlements in whet 1s now Passaic County until
the close of the seventeenth century. The
Pompton settlement, which was the sscond, was
made ebout 1697 by Captain Arent Schuyler and
Ma jor Anthony Brockholst. Therefore, 1t would
gsoem that the date 1696 1is too early for the
house. Marion Harlend glves the date somewhat
between 1701-1706,

The Pompton gettlement was made by
the two men named ebove and thselr ascociates
Samuel Byrd, George Ryerson, John Need, Semuel
Berrie, and David and Hendrick Mandeville.
These persons purchesed from the twenty-four
proprisetors of Egst New Jersey 5,500 ecres east
of the Pompton River which comprised most of
what we know now es Wayne Township, To perfect
their title they hed to purchesde the Indlan
rights in this tract. Ceptain Arent Schuyler
acted as thelr agent end purchased for them on
June 16, 1695, with merchandlse and wampum to the
velue of two hundred end fifty pounds, the Indlan
rights,.

During the Revolution the house was
occupled by Cssparus Schuyler, a staunched patriot.
Yashington was a visltor to the Schuylers while the
army was encamped at Totowa.

Casparus Schuyler had one chlld, a
daughter Esther. She was courted by several members
of Washington's staff, but finelly became engeged to
Lieutenant Colfax, to whom she wes married at ths
close of ths war,
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The structure since this time has
been ¥nown a3 the Colfax House and ig siill in
possssaion of the descendants of the Schuyler
Colfax families.

From the archiitsctural standpoint,
the great doubls doorway of the front is
interesting. There one will find a double
1 Mgltese cross, one of the few in this country.
The dormers on the street front have been added
quite recently. The frount porch is net original;
the resr porch and the dormers are probably originsal.
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There 1g some disagreement as to what
member of the Schuyler Temily bullt the original
unit of the nouse and just when it was built,
Arent Schuylor got a deed from the Indisns in
1695, In all probsbility Lrent Schuyler did not
move to Pompton until around 1702, He was at
least living at Pompton when he made one of his
wills in 1796. The property pasgsed to his third
son Phillip. Philip's youngest son, Casparus S.,

later occupied the house. It avpears on Erskinels

map a8 Paulus 3. evidently a misunderstanding on
the part of the surveyors.

The house was built at three separate
times. The north wing which ig long consists of
two units. The main part ig 8 typlcal post-
ravolutionary war house. The front of all the

units is brick while the raear snd sides are stons,
The main house was bullt probably after the Revolu~

tlonary Var by William Colfax. %¥ho the builders

of the other two units are is a difficult question
to answer, Since Arent Schuyler was in Pompton in

1702, he may have built one unit of fhe old wing
giving it to Philip. If this is not so, Philip
probably erected it in 1712.
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